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OVERVIEW

1. CASCADE project WP4 – the goal to formulate policy recommendations

2. From mappings to policy recommendations – the process

3. Processing information – findings/ insights

4. Policy recommendations



CASCADE PROJECT WP4

• WP1 Management and Coordination

• WP2 Development of Guidelines on Integrated Climate Change and 
Disaster Risk Response Management

• WP3 Capacity building on integrated climate change and disaster 
risk reduction (DRR) management

• WP4 Initiating Policy Dialogue

• WP5 Communication and Dissemination of project processes and 
results



“The main objective of work package 4 is to 
mainstream climate risk assessment into 
management and policy planning on the 

national and local level, to ensure coherence 
of relevant policies in the macro-region, as 

well as to ensure sustainability and ownership 
of the project’s results through anchoring the 
results in the relevant policy level, and with 

the relevant stakeholders.”

(CASCADE Project Description)



FROM MAPPING TO RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Mapping the state of play of work with and of 
existing policies related to DRR and CCA 

2. 1st Transnational Policy Dialogue meeting –
based on the findings of the mappings

3. National consultations collecting input from 
various levels and sectors

4. Analysis and compilation of outcomes and 
conclusions

5. 2nd Transnational Policy Dialogue meeting 
Spring 2021 – presenting findings & get feedback

6. Dissemination of report and policy 
recommendations



FROM MAPPING TO RECOMMENDATIONS

Interviews
mappings 
dialogues

REPORT
Findings/

Policy Recommendations



FINDINGS

• Improved structured cooperation and centralised, strong coordination around the Sendai Framework for 
Disaster Risk Reduction is needed in many countries around the Baltic Sea region.

• Awareness about Sendai Framework should be raised amongst residents as well as politicians as the lack of 
experience with severe disasters means that awareness and concern in the general public (and among 
politicians) is low

• There is a need for regionalisation of SFDRR which accounts for local Baltic Sea region practices and 
knowledge related to risk awareness to complement scientific knowledge and common risks

“Only four out of eight 
countries have a 

National Platform for the 
work with the Sendai 

Framework.”

The Sendai Framework in the Baltic Sea Region: 
Challenges, Good Practices, Way Forward. 2019.

Often something 
has to happen first, 
to bring political will 

about.



FINDINGS

• Need to expand risk assessments to cover emergent and future risks, including cascading and 
transboundary effects

• Funding is required for both risk assessment as well as implementation of measures and 
investments at local level.

“Lithuania calculated that 
in the next 10 years they will 

need 3.3 billion Euros to 
implement all the adaptation 
measures in the Energy and 

Climate Plan.”

Basically all countries 
mentioned (lack of) 
funding as a crucial 

aspect.



FINDINGS

• The knowledge and expertise on how to integrate climate change risks into urban planning varies 
across cities around the Baltic Sea region but is generally low

• The most widely requested form of assistance is knowledge and expertise sharing for local 
analysis on climate risks. 

• There is a lack of climate-related competence and need for capacity to analyse and use data

“This is due to the fact that when 
something like a rise in water levels 
occurred then you would call certain 

people who would know exactly 
what to do. These people are now 
reaching their retirement age(…).”

(Danish participant)



FINDINGS

• Data collection is often particular, fragmented and difficult to compare across jurisdictions

• Insufficient localised data on future climate impact projections, as well as monitoring of losses and 
damage (post-event)

• A lack of detailed information and data about local and regional climate risks tailored to local 
needs.

“There is no shared data bank (with 
historical data) when it comes to 

problems/ risk assessment/ 
information on disaster and damages 

in connection with climate change: 
currently working on such a system 

but it is the goal, not implemented yet.”
(Latvia)

“In Germany there is an information 
portal for climate change adaptation 

and spatial planning –
“KlimaStadtRaum“ 

(ClimateCitySpace) which bundles 
various information on climate 
mitigation and adaptation from 

different institutions and provides a 
useful, publicly accessible overview of 

current information.”



FINDINGS

• Cross-sectoral cooperation needs improving: Integration of disaster risk reduction and adaptation 
in all levels of society and across many other sectors (health sector, socio-economic, etc.) -
overcoming silos

• Municipal networks regarding adaptation and disaster risk reduction work is important and could be 
strengthened – different levels of governance

“Sweden also has a national network that 
gathers national and regional authorities 
to facilitate collaboration and data use. 

Lots of municipalities have also 
cooperated bilaterally, as well as through 

the The Swedish Association of Local 
Authorities and Regions (SKR) which is 

an organization of municipalities and 
regions in Sweden.”



RECOMMENDATIONS



ABOUT THE RECOMMENDATIONS

• Source = the topics and concerns raised by interviewees and participants of the national dialogue 
meetings

• Aim of the policy recommendations = to guide politicians and practitioners at national and local level

• Guidance on:

o how to better integrate Sendai Framework and EU Climate Change adaptation policies

o how to overcome barriers still existing in the Baltic Sea Region



“The dissemination of the report, 
and the policy recommendations, 

will be through the network of 
Sendai focal points, and through the 
UBC’s and the CBSS’s information 

channels and networks.”

(CASCADE Project Description)



RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Regionalisation and tailoring of the Sendai Framework.

2. Broader integration of climate risk into national risk assessments

3. Improved understanding of current, emergent, and future risks at the 
local level.

4. Strengthened opportunities for collaboration, networking and 
discussion related to climate resilience among local authorities.



Thank you!

Website: bsr-secure.eu
Twitter: @BSRSecure
Facebook: @BsrSecure #cascadeBSR
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