
CASCADE  
INSIGHTS FROM THE CASCADE PROJECT



• Climate change is an emerging security threat, and a field in need 
of involvement from civil protection specialists as well as climate 
change experts

• Risks related to climate change are not only the concern for 
professionals engaged with sustainable development. 

NEEDS FOR CASCADE



PROJECT AIMS
• To develop an innovative macro-regional approach for climate change 

related risks, encompassing both risk assessment and treatment, of the BSR’s 
specific conditions, tailorable to the needs and challenges of cities.

• To increase the local decision makers’, spatial planners’, developers’, critical 
infrastructure operators’, rescue services’, etc. practical knowledge of climate 
change effects and how to manage them.

• To create a framework for better coordination between local, national, 
macro-regional, EU and international levels in climate change urban risk 
management. Through commitment from relevant stakeholders; ownership and 
sustainability of the project’s results are ensured, furthering Sendai Framework 
DRR implementation



PROJECT PARTNERS
Different actors from different sectors, levels and countries 

– civil protection experts, climate change experts, researchers and 
policy makers working together to find solutions to security risks 
posed by climate change

Cooperation across different sectors and national and local 
levels in order to combine knowledge and reach the best results. 





OUTCOMES OF CASCADE
• Influence on local, national and international level decision makers

• Increase knowledge on all levels

• Training course developed by project consortium is easy to modify for 
local level actors

• COVID19 forced to move the training to web but the material can also
be used in physical trainings

• Toolbox which includes all essential results is now available e.g. 
Guidelines for risk assessment

• National Policy Dialogues



Can be used to help prepare towns, cities, and municipalities for 
various climate related threats. 

cascade-bsr.eu/toolbox

The CASCADE Toolbox for Climate Risk Preparedness is divided into 
four main categories.

TOOLBOX FOR CLIMATE 
RISK PREPAREDNESS



TOOLBOX FOR CLIMATE
RISK PREPAREDNESS

• Assess climate change-related risks and threats in your community

• Carry out an integrated climate risk assessment, based on scientific 
methods and best practices

• Train your personnel on this using our training materials on 
increasing capacity and preparedness

• Learn how others have approached climate change based on a 
selection of case studies and recommendations



RISK ASSESSMENT TOOLS 

The Portfolio of risk assessment tools

- The climate change risk assessment tools portfolio collects existing 
and widely used risk assessment methods and tools that can be used 
in the context of climate change.



RISK ASSESSMENT AND 
MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES 

The Guideline for integrated climate change and risk reduction management

- presents the process of risk assessment and risk management at the local level

Overview of climate risk drivers, hazards and consequences

- useful reference for understanding the links between potential drivers, hazards, 
and their potential impacts.

Overcoming barriers to climate adaptation

- provides information on typical barriers that local authorities face in moving 
forward on climate adaptation and how to overcome the identified obstacles.



CAPACITY BUILDING 
TRAINING MATERIALS 

Curriculum for the Trainers

- a training course designed to increase the knowledge and capacity of 
civil protection experts and city planners in integrated climate change 
and disaster risk reduction and the Sendai framework. Easily 
customized to local needs.  

- Presentations from training courses organized also available. 

- Mapping the training needs

- results from a survey identifying climate change training needs 
conducted in the project



POLICY DEVELOPMENT 

This section of the toolbox consists of supporting materials 
addressing challenges, sharing examples of good practices from 
the Baltic Sea Region, and providing recommendations, also on how 
to bring integrated climate policy development into educational 
curricula



OTHER MATERIALS

CASCADE toolbox also includes a section for other materials 
produced in the project and links to existing material concerning 
climate change related risks.  



Climate change
is here already. 
Are we ready?



Thank you!
Miikka Toivonen

Southwest Finland Emergency Services
miikka.toivonen@turku.fi
Tel. +358 40 620 5473

mailto:miikka.toivonen@turku.fi
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